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Highlights of the 2022 DC Chapter Convention

Officers were elected for the 2022-2024 term by chap-
ter members in attendance at the convention and were 

sworn in by UPMA National President Edmund Carley. 

The 2022 DC Chapter Convention was held at the Hotel Monaco, Washington, DC’s first all-marble building. Built 1839-1842, this historic building 
is nestled between 7th, 8th, E, and F Streets NW. It was built as the city’s General Post Office for the Post Office Department and later housed the 
first telegraph office. Photo credit: Library of Congress



Why do 
we have a 
UPMA chap-
ter in DC? 
Isn’t it just a 

postmaster organization? These are 
fair questions. 

No, UPMA is  not just for post-
masters. UPMA’s predecessors, the 
League and NAPUS were primarily 
postmaster organizations. I joined 
when I was a postmaster in 1987. 
If not for the people I met and the 
things I learned as a member I would 
have probably retired as a postmaster 
long ago.

My experience as a chapter and 
national officer in NAPUS helped me 
reach the highest levels of the U.S. 
Postal Service. I mean that literal-
ly—my office is on the 11th floor of 
postal headquarters! Since I can’t 
go any higher, my goal is to help as 
many people to achieve their career 
dreams.
 
Somewhere along the way, someone 
encouraged each of us. Someone took 
an interest in what we had to offer 
and gave us an opportunity to show 
what we could do. It is very satisify-
ing to be able to help others grow.

In 2016, the League and NAPUS 
merged to form UPMA and for the 
first time any EAS employee could be 
an active member. Shortly after that, 
a few of us started thinking about 
chartering a chapter for EAS em-
ployees in DC. June, Sara and I filled 
out the paperwork, wrote articles of 
incorporation, and jumped through a 

Remarkable Leaders
by Steve Kochersperger

myriad of hoops until our chapter was 
recognized as a part of the national 
UPMA organization.

The DC chapter is a very small chap-
ter to be sure, and a chapter unlike 
any other in UPMA:

• DC UPMA is currently a 
chapter without a postmaster. 
• Most of the members work in 
the same building
• Our chapter that has no repre-
sentation in Congress

Sara served as our first president. 
My term began in November 2020 
and will conclude the end of October 
2022. It wasn’t the most auspicious 
time to try to organize public events. 
But I take some comfort in knowing 
we kept our organization going and 
even managed to see it grow. 

We started with three people deter-
mined to promote the chapter and 
encourage enough to join us in order 
to establish the chapter. A year ago, 
we had 12 active members. Currently, 
the DC Chapter has 22 active mem-
bers and two retirees, for a total of 
24. We’ve doubled in size! That is an 
impressive accomplishment.

The praise for our growth goes out to 
each of you who joined yourselves, 
and also brought others into the fold. 
Well done! 

It is also impressive that we had three 
new officers elected during this year’s 
DC Chapter convention who are will-
ing to step up and lead, two of whom 
only recently joined our chapter. 

Congrats to our new officers!
Albert Ruiz, president
Adaisja Johnson, vice president
L’tisha Slagle, secretary-treasurer

Albert Ruiz, Tish Slagle, and Adaisja Johnson 
will serve in their newly elected postions for 
two years, beginning Nov. 1, 2022.

Political Action Committee
On Wednesday, April 6, President Joe 
Biden signed the long-sought Postal 
Reform Act into law. I think you all 
understand how crucial this bill is to 
the survival of the Postal Service. 

My point is this: Don’t ever believe 
that Congress passed that bill out of 
the goodness of their hearts. Whatev-
er merits the bill had, and there were 
many, to most members of congress 
it was just one of many contending 
issues. In order for us to get their 
attention and for them to listen to our 
point of view it takes money. Money 
that we collect through our PAC.

By law, dues money cannot be used 
for PAC, so we ask that you dig into 
your own pocket. Think of it as an 
investment in your job, or if you are 
retired, in your pension and benefits. 
Because there will always be people 
trying to take away what you have 
earned.

Our chapter is poised to become a 
leader in UPMA as we work together 
to improve the Postal Service and the 
work lives of EAS employees.
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With so many new members in attendance, this year’s chapter convention was the best. It is great to see how our chapter is growing. 
Pictured (l to r): Adaisja Johnson, Tatiana Roy, James Reedy, Darlene Casey, Albert Ruiz, Junemarie Brandt, Sue Brennan, Carlos 
Rudas, Steve Kochersperger, Tish Slagle, and Sara Martin.

UPMA national officers brought insight, knowledge, and valuable information about the 
importance of EAS and how our chapter is a “pioneer” for EAS membership. 
Pictured (l to r): National Viee President (East) Jeff Lightner,  President Edmund Carley, 
and Executive Director Dan Heines.

Having two historians as officers has its benefits. 
Members enjoyed a great presentation about the 
history of the Hotel Monaco and its previous use as 
postal headquarters in the 19th century.

President Steve Kochersperger thanked Executive 
Vice President Junemarie Brandt for orgaanizing 
this year’s successful chapter convention. 

An Outstanding Event
The 4th annual DC Chapter 
Convention was held June 4, 
2022, at the Hotel Monaco in 
Washington, DC.
In attendance were nine active 
members and two retirees. Of 
those, seven were first-timers. 

Adaisja Johnson talked to us about USPS Zone 
with a wonderful presentation she will also 
share at National Convention in St. Louis.
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UPMA National Convention   -   August 20-26, 2022 

As the country’s newest addition, it would be great for our chapter to make a 
strong showing at this convention. The DC Chapter will help defer costs of lodg-
ing, transportation, and registration for any of our members who attend.

Marriott St. Louis Grand Hotel 
800 Washington Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri 63101
1-877-303-0104
Group Code: UPMA

Registration information is available at: www.unitedpma.org/events 
More information can be found online: https://explorestlouis.com/upma/ 

DC Chapter Members’ Social 
Members of our chapter have expressed interest in gathering informally through-
out the year to hang out and have a good time. All members are welcome to 
attend and may bring guests with them. Our first DC Social will be held at the 
Wharf on Wednesday, Aug 31, beginning at 4 p.m. 

Music Icons: Pete Seeger
Famed folk singer Pete Seeger was honored July 21 as he 
was inducted into the Postal Service’s Music Icons Forever 
stamp series at the Jane Pickens Theater in Newport, Rhode 
Island. Seeger revived and championed traditional American 
music. A resolute voice of conscience and defender of Amer-
ican liberties, he adapted and popularized the song “We Shall 
Overcome,” which rose to become the predominant anthem 
of the civil rights movement. 

“It is an honor to see a photo of my father I’d taken some 60 years ago become 
this wonderful Forever stamp,” said Dan Seeger. “My dad did most of his cor-
respondence by hand — written letters — and I can imagine him smiling and of 
course appreciating this great honor because he relied on the U.S. Mail with its 
simplicity and honesty, knowing that thoughts and ideas can go from the sender 
over a tremendous expanse to a single receiver and get delivered.”

USPS Newsroom: https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releas-
es/2022/0721-usps-releases-pete-seeger-stamp.htm.

Editor’s note
Thanks to each of you who contributed to this issue, particularly Dave Coleman 
who provided the information about the Pete Seeger stamp image. 
Our chapter may be small, but we are mighty in knowledge and experience. As 
President Edmund Carley said, we are EAS pioneers who are paving paths for 
other chapters to follow. In upcoming issues, I plan to highlight the wide scope 
of functions of our membership. It will be interesting to the various contribu-
tions of your work and how each part adds value to the Postal Service. 


