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Ohio UPMA Executive Board and Officers 

 

 

 

Ohio Chapter UPMA 
http://www.ohioUPMA.com 
 
 
UPMA National  
www.Unitedpma.org  
 
UPMA Federal Credit Union 
www.signaturefcu.org/ 
 
Thrift Savings Plan 
www.tsp.gov 
 
UPMA Postmasters Retired 
http://groups.yahoo.co/group/
pmretired 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
About our COVER -  
 
The Ohio Chapter just returned from the Legislative 
Summit in Washington DC to have face to face con-
sultations with our elected Representatives and  
Senators about postal reform and what is needed still.  
This collective effort serves to remind our officials 
why needed reform still must occur.  
The Ohio Chapter members devoted their personal 
time to make this effort possible and we appreciate all 
they did in this endeavor.   
If you have never been to a Legislative Summit, you 
need to make plans NOW to attend next year as it is 
an eye opening experience.  
 
Editor 
 
 
 
ALL of the Executive Board info is on page 8 
of this publication  
 

Retiree Officers:  
 

President: Hazel Boettcher  
740-374-5079  
hazldb@aol.com  
 
Vice President: Lou Stuckey  
419-215-2227  
stuckey31@msn.com  
 
Secretary/ Treasurer: Anita Rieger  
440-653-1544  
anitarieger050@yahoo.com  
            
 
 

 

 
Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and not necessarily 
those of the United Postmasters and Managers of America. Information contained 
in the newsletter is  
provided for the benefits of its members.   
 
Copies, reproductions and revisions are not permitted without the express permis-

sion of the Executive Board. 
  

 
 

  
 
 



3 

 

Mari Beth Kirkland - UPMA Postal Coordinator  

 
Ohio UPMA needs YOU!! 

 
State convention is coming soon in form, or another. The Ohio Chapter of UPMA always comes through. I am 
very excited to spend time, and network with everyone. We have a lot of business to conduct this year.  
 
I am very anxious to set plans for the St. Louis Convention, August 1-7. This will start the beginning of Ohio 
2021 at Kalahari. We need as many people to attend the National 2020 convention in St. Louis as possible. All 
committee chairs should be in attendance to work with their respective St. Louis chair.  
 
We will be holding many raffles, and selling 50/50’s, throughout the entire convention. We have to staff the 
OHIO/KALAHARI table for the whole convention, and take registrations for 2021. We will be super busy. 
 
With that being said, we need your help in St. Louis. Please contact Lou Stuckey at 419-215-2227 or stuck-
ey31@msn.com, or Mari Beth Kirkland at 440-821-4667 or mari_kirkland@yahoo.com, to let us know what 
you can do! 
  

National and Chapter Bylaws 
 
Nationally, there are many proposed By Law changes being proposed. I urge everyone to please review the 
Ohio Bylaws, to see if there are any changes that you feel we need to make in Ohio. The Ohio State conven-
tion will be the time to vote on these. Bylaws of any organization should be decided by membership.  
 
Get involved. Voice you opinions. Give us your ideas and suggestions. Remember, this is your organization.  
 
All National Bylaw changes must be submitted to the National Office by June 1, 2020 in order to be voted on 
at the 2020 National Convention. All proposed changes were submitted to the National Executive board by 
March 1, 2020. The National Article and Bylaws Committee is responsible for evaluating all proposed chang-
es under the UPMA governing documents.  
 
We have 7 committee guidelines to follow. Following consideration, the changes were then forwarded to the 
National Executive board. These proposed changes will be submitted to the chapters for consideration at their 
yearly convention.  
 
The National office has employed Thomas J. Balch, PRP of Fredericksburg Virginia. He is a Professional 
Registered Parliamentarian with the National Association of Parliamentarians. He addressed us at the Legisla-
tive Summit. He is very qualified.  
 
He is a member of the group that authorized the 10th, 11th, and now the 12th edition of Roberts Rules. Your 
January/ February 2020 Edition, of the Leader, has a lot of information on Bylaws and Mr. Balch. Please take 
time to review all of this information.  
  

EAS Training Status 
 

All Postmaster Essential facilitators have been recertified in the Great State of Ohio. Both districts will be 
adding new trainers. This will be an 8 day Train the Trainer course coming up.  
 
Currently,  all EAS training is on hold until May 15th. Once this postponement is past, we will be completing 
the recertifications in the Eastern area, and then begin the Train the Trainer courses immediately.   

mailto:stuckey31@msn.com
mailto:stuckey31@msn.com
mailto:mari_kirkland@yahoo.com
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I Promise… 
 

I promise that I will NOT give you a list of do’s or 
don’ts about the pandemic that is currently affecting 
every single American right now. And why?  
Because by the time you read this, so much will have 
transpired, changed or be modified by all those  
working to resolve this issue.  
 
I HAVE communicated with the Executive Board that 
as we move forward, we need to speak on those things 
we do have control over, which will provide guidance 
for not only our active members but especially our  
Retirees as well. We need to base our actions on sound 
guidance, solid facts and not just what we think 
MIGHT happen in the days and weeks to come.  
 
Let’s start with the Legislative Summit we just  
completed in Washington in February. Despite the  
variety of news that has been mainly focused on other 
issues, I considered this year’s trip to be a success in 
many ways.  
 
First, we did see the passing of legislation this year 
that has eliminated the prefunding mandate for retiree 
healthcare that was passed in 2006.  
 
While this will reduce some of the debt that the postal 
service has been burdened with where we have been 
deemed to be in default now for several years, it does 
not eradicate the losses we continue to see with the 
reduced mail volumes nationwide.  
 
Further legislative action needs to be enacted so that 
we can institute timely price regulation that reflects 
our economy.  
 
Given our current economic status, this will be a most 
interesting path as we move forward given that people 
now will rethink their shipping needs, communication 
options and what services will or will not survive in 
this turbulent economy.  
 
Unlike the private sector, the postal service is mandat-
ed by law to provide universal service and we are 
committed to ensure that happens.  
 
Another positive takeaway from this year’s summit 
was the fact that our PMG Megan Brennan was  

 
present, did take time to speak with us as a group and 
offered her appreciative support for what UPMA was 
doing on the Hill.  
 
 
Ms. Brennan was due to retire in January of this year 
and while they could have appointed an interim re-
placement for her, she chose to remain until her re-
placement was vetted and approved by Congress 
which as of this writing is still in limbo.  
 
Her devotion to duty and demonstrated leadership is a 
positive influence to everyone in that she continues to 
provide solid leadership amidst a sea of challenges we 
face.  
 
Now comes the issue of the short term, medium and 
long range plans for the Ohio Chapter.  
 
Again, we can speculate on the “what if…” versus 
what we can presume, but in my experience, I’ve 
learned to plan for the worst case scenario, have a plan 
‘B’ and then it can be dialed back if the situation does 
not warrant extreme actions.   
 
I learned this VERY well from the blizzard of 1978 
where Ohio experienced several weeks of artic  
weather, 30 feet snow drifts that were higher than 
many homes and challenges that made everyone  
having to adapt in ways we never imagined.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OHIO UPMA President 
Deb Justice 
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It is reasonable to presume at this point that we 
MAY not have a State Convention this year.  
 
It is also too early to speculate but if this is the case, 
then anyone who has submitted a registration,  
purchased a chance on concert tickets being raffled 
off, or other expenditures, we will reimburse those 
costs once a decision has been made.  
 
We have been in communication with National  
UPMA leadership on this and other issues affecting 
our Chapter and want to ensure that we progress with 
everyone’s safety and peace of mind as the priority on 
these decisions.  
 
This is not just a regional issue but a global one in 
that, there are other factors outside our scope that will 
determine our plan of action and of course, appropri-
ate actions in a timely manner.  
 
So what can we do now to assist one another either 
from a work standpoint or those who are homebased 
and for good reason?  Now this IS something that we 
have control over and can make a difference in.  
 
First, we need to communicate and do so often. 
You need to reach out to both those around you and 
even your counterparts who are facing the daily grind 
of making things work under austere conditions we 
have never faced before.   
 
Some suggestive ideas are:  
 
Calling a member that you’ve not spoken to in a 
while and just inquire how they are doing  
personally, physically and mentally.  Yes I said 
mentally! How are they coping with all this? 

 
Drop a simple note in the mail to your local post  
office and THANK them for the service they are 
providing to the community at large during these  
difficult times. 
 
Find out who may be in need and offer up  
something as simple as placing a few cans of food 
on a doorstep with a note of wishing them well.  
 
It could be a neighbor, a stranger or even a  
co-worker struggling in ways that you are not. 

 
Prayer is the greatest of needs and there is never 
enough of that! 

 
 

 
If you find someone in need that perhaps you cannot 
assist, please reach out to the leadership team so we 
can collectively find a solution to help as is needed. 
 
 
As I said at the outset, I PROMISE that as your  
Ohio Chapter President, I will continue to provide 
positive, solid leadership for our extended postal  
family in any manner that I can.  
 
It is through these efforts we shall persevere and be 
stronger than ever before as we navigate through the 
current challenge that has been laid upon us all.  
 
I am confident this will have a positive outcome  
because there is nothing stronger than the bonds we 
share committed to our organization as UPMA.  
 
Please be safe, exercise due diligence in our contacts 
with others, and we’ll keep you informed on any  
updates as we know will come.  
 
 

Debbie Justice 
Ohio Chapter President 

 
 
 

Deb Justice 

Belmont Post Office 43718 

Cell 740-359-5178 

Email tydebj@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tydebj@gmail.com
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Alleluia!  Spring is here!!   
 
Some years I think it might never come.  Now 
it's lighter in the morning; the sun really is still 
up there in it's orbit.  The birds are singing and 
bring joy to the breaking of the day.   
 
Everywhere there is a  resurgence of life:  
pussy willows, daffodils, forsythia, and yes 
even the grass and weeds are growing again.  
 
Our spirits and energy levels have to be  
uplifted as we observe this exciting renewal. 
But don't just observe.  Capture it and move 
forward to make a difference somewhere,  
anywhere.  That's what life is all about. 
 
Good news to share-- 
 
A group of OHIO UPMA retirees participated 
in the Legislative Summit late February to  
represent all of us in concerns regarding both 
present and future retirees rights and  
compensation.  
 
They also supported active members in their 
quest for postal reform. This is what retirees 
do!   
 
Been there; done that. Now be there in support 
of those coming after us. 
 
The SECURE ACT....which was passed in  
December has an impact on retirees 70+ of 
which you may not be aware.   
 
Of interest to many may be the starting age at 
which you are required to start taking mini-
mum distributions.  Previously this was the 
year you turned 70 1/2. Now it is the year you 
turn 72. 
 

It also eliminates the maximum age restriction 
for making traditional contributions.  Now as 
long as you have employment or   
self-employment you can make contributions 
at any age. 
 
MEMBERSHIP... is more than just signing up 
a number of members.  
 
Connect. Make it personal. Support retiree to 
retiree keeps us healthy.  
 
Communality: do you travel, golf, garden, 
quilt? Share your adventures and interest with 
others. 
  
A note from Eva Farley - National Retiree Edi-
tor.    
 
" In the Mailbox" 
 
"So many of our retirees have expressed how 
interested they are when they see members 
from different parts of the country participat-
ing in our organization.  
 
It keeps us connected and makes us feel like a 
big family." 
 
Submit an article to her to share in the next 
publication: inthemailboxeditor@usa.net.  
 
Included your name and location. 
 
As always... 

        
   BE HEALTHY 
            BE HAPPY 
               BE INFORMED  

Retiree’s Corner 
Hazel Boettcher, Ohio Retiree President 

mailto:inthemailboxeditor@usa.net
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Alan Metzcar - Vice President 

 
Hello Everyone, 
 
There has been a lot happening with the UPMA since my last article.  We have been doing a lot of brain-
storming for the planning of the 2021 National UPMA Convention that Ohio will be hosting.  I am asking for 
all of you fellow Postmasters, Managers, and Supervisor’s to get involved in this great organization, to show 
the nation that Ohio is the best place for a National Convention. 
 
We had our Legislative Summit at the end of February.  We had over 20 representatives from Ohio in the  
Retired and Active UPMA organizations.  This was our time to express concerns to our Congressmen and 
Senators on Capital Hill.  It starts with a gathering of the different area meetings on Sunday evening. This was 
a great time to network and get to know everyone from your areas, like the Eastern Area for Ohio.  Monday 
was our sessions with the opening of the Legislative with as talk from our Great Postmaster General Megan 
Brennan.  We had a lot of information given to us on the condition of the United States Postal Service. What a 
great day of information and another great day of networking with everyone from across the United States. 
 
Tuesday was our day to make our voices heard with our Congressmen and Senators.   We are given an allotted 
time to meet with them and voice our concerns and to get their buy in on the Postal Reform that needs to hap-
pen for the viability of the Postal Service. 
 
It isn’t all business while we were in the Arlington Virginia area and Washington DC.  We do have time to 
see the sites and enjoy the wonderful historical nostalgia of this wonderful area. It also gives us time as the 
Ohio organization to spend time together and enjoy each other’s company. 
 
This is something that everyone needs to experience as part of the UPMA. 
I had a wonderful experience while I was in Washington DC and had the opportunity to meet Mary Anderson 
from Postal Headquarters. She was a big part of helping me with my Amish businesses and using Commercial 
Based pricing for their shipping needs.   
 
I also had the opportunity to take a tour of Postal Headquarters to see how our postal service is ran.  Thank 
you Mary for a great day. 
 
Again, I am asking for your involvement in the UPMA organization.  I am offering for those of you that do 
not know much about the organization to contact me and I will explain what we are about.  I would love to 
start meetings in the 438,430 and 433 areas.  Please get involved. 
 

Thank you and have a great Spring, 
 
Alan T. Metzcar 
UPMA Vice President 
Region 6 Representative 430,433, 438 
Postmaster Baltic/Stone Creek 
 
messdad@outlook.com 
330-827-0137 Personal Cell 
330-275-9020 Postal Cell 
  

mailto:messdad@outlook.com
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UPMA Executive Board Information 

 
 
Deb Justice  Belmont OH 43718 740-359-5178  Tydebj@gmail.com 
President 
 
Mari Beth Kirkland Middlefield OH 44062 440-821-4667  mari_kirkland@yahoo.com 
Adverse Action Committee Chair   
UPMA Postal Coordinator 
 
Bill Judge  Piqua OH 45371  513-702-9702  judgey55@yahoo.com 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Tracy A Canby Clarksville OH 45113  937-725-4191  tracyacanby@juno.com         
Executive Vice President 
 
Dawn Woods  Loveland OH  45140 859-314-2312  dewoods7160@gmail.com 
Vice President 
 
Alan T. Metzcar Baltic OH 43804   330-827-0137  messdad@outlook.com 
Vice President  
 
Laura Reese  Pioneer OH 43554 419-551-1908  Laura.s.reese@gmail.com 
Vice President 
 
Hazel Boettcher  Retired   740-374-5079  hazldb@aol.com 
UPMA Retired President  
 
Ted Gedeon - Legislative Chair  Retired  440-279-7040  tgedeon@windstream.net 

Jordan Davenport  - Web Master  Retired     mlna43452@gmail.com 

Paul Joseph - State Chapter Editor Retired     repins@bright.net  

 
Committee Chairs 
 
Scholarship  Rita Schemmel  937-726-5817 
 
Convention  Lou Stuckey  419-215-2227 
 
Sunshine   Betty Major  330-612-0368  badatvs@gmail.com 
 
Chaplain  Earl Mottashed  Ohiopacman@ayersvilleTelco.com  
 
 
 
Adverse Action Contacts:  
 
Mari Beth Kirkland – See above for contact info 
Joe Cinadr -  jwcina@embarqmail.com  
Randall Groves - randalljgroves@hotmail.com   419-902-7965 
 
  
  
Vice President Committees 
Membership   
PAC—Laura Reese 
Development 

 
 

mailto:Tydebj@gmail.com
mailto:mari_kirkland@yahoo.com
mailto:judgey55@yahoo.com
mailto:tracyacanby@juno.com
mailto:dewoods7160@gmail.com
mailto:messdad@outlook.com
mailto:Laura.s.reese@gmail.com
mailto:hazeldb@aol.com
mailto:tgedeon@windstream.net
mailto:mlna43452@gmail.com
mailto:badatvs@gmail.com
mailto:jwcina@embarqmail.com
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 Tracy Canby - Executive Vice President 
 

Live fully.  Challenge yourself.  Be kind & generous.  Inspire someone.  Be grateful.  Take responsibility 
for yourself. Take the road less traveled.  It’s never too late.  
 
This is a sign that I purchased the first week of the New Year.  Interestingly enough I found it while doing a 
little shopping at Goodwill.  So don’t you naturally assume that someone purchased it and it didn’t work out 
for them?  So they donated it, tossed it away.  It was a message.  For me, for us all of the coming year.   
 
I ended up placing this little sign right by my exterior door.  It serves as a reminder to me as I leave my house 
of how I want to live my life that day.  Today.  Everyday.  It is the last thing I do every time I leave my house. 
I read the sign and try to absorb the message. 
 
In my house I have several signs as reminders or positive reinforcements for daily life.  Some of them are 
very personal like the simple word LIVE.  One that just makes me laugh- 
 
“Chocolate does not ask questions.  Chocolate understands”.   
 
I have one that my best friend from middle school and throughout life had purchased for me.  It says “Friends 
are God’s way of taking care of us”. One that a student I had coached purchased as a gift for me.  She is the 
godmother of my children.  I am the godmother of hers.  It says “I hope you Dance”.   
 
There are other message signs that I have purchased that really speak to me: 

 
Reputation is made in a moment.  Character is built in a lifetime. 
Friends are the family we find along the way. 

 
As we are going through life and especially now remember your friends and family.  Reach out.   
 
SEND A CARD OR LETTER!  Be a positive force in someone’s life.  Give someone a compliment today.   
 
Training tidbit! 
 
Have you ever wanted to see your unit’s committed Out for Delivery scans? 
IV will not populate the tracking number you can see the total number of scans you committed for the current 
day. 
 
Open the IV program 
Click on the Performance tab on the top left of the screen 
Click on the Out for Delivery Watch.  It is in the bottom of the middle column 
Drill in by Date, area, district, AAU zip and device type 
Select the AAU day of delivery and choose today, next, holiday or Sunday. 
 
This will populate your volume by hour during a specific time frame. 
All of your scans after your DUT and today must be delivered TODAY. 
 
Tracy A Canby 
Postmaster, Clarksville 
Executive Vice President 
Tracyacanby@juno.com 
937-725-4191 
 

mailto:Tracyacanby@juno.com
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From President Debbie Justice on the Legislative Summit trip to Washington, D.C. 
 

Greetings, 

 

We are just returning from our Legislative Summit in Washington, DC. If you were not in attendance you 

missed out on a lot of information. I challenge you to join us next year!!! We had a record for attendees at 

420!!!! We had very good weather which was a bonus because we have been there when it is very cold and 

snowy. 

 

We were fortunate and honored to have Postmaster General Megan Brennan speak to us and even answered 

questions from the audience. 

 

She started by congratulating us for a great peak season, she appreciates all of our hard work to deliver a rec-

ord breaking number of packages during our Christmas season. Our delivery scores are doing very well. 

Then she went on to remind us just how important it is for us to connect with our customers and bring in new 

revenue. We have generated a lot of new $$$$ for U.S.P.S. 

 

Ms. Brennan told us that we REALLY need Postal Reform and without it U.S.P.S will run out of cash in about 

three or four years and we will not be able to pay our bills. 

 

She encouraged us to talk to our Representatives and Congressmen to make responsible legislation a reality. 

Retirees President Jack Wilkinson invited Ms. Brennan to join UPMA as a retiree and I am happy to tell you 

that Ms Brennan is the newest member of UPMA!!!  

 

We also had Deputy Postmaster General Ronald Strohman talk to us about our purpose during our Legislative 

Summit.  

 

We need your help to be successful!!! We need you to be involved!!! 

Some of the issues that we need help with from Congress are:  

 

Postal Reform 

Universal service for all communities 

Maintaining an independent Postal Service Remaining the delivery partner of choice for American small 

businesses 

 

If you have questions on how you can participate please contact myself or our executive board members. 

 

Take Care and God Bless you, 

Deb Justice 
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EVERY NOBLE WORK IS AT FIRT IMPOSSIBLE 
-Thomas Carlyle 

 

UPMA family members, 
 
I hope that this finds you healthy and well both in mind and in spirit. We have had a lot going on since the last 
issue of Post Scrips was released. Legislative went well with a record number of attendee’s. Way to represent 
team! We had a productive board meeting with great things coming for our upcoming National Convention next 
year. And of course our UPMA family continues to grow! 
 
With the good, we sometimes have the bad. We are now faced with what seems like an impossible task. We are 
tasked with fighting an unseen enemy that is forcing us to change the way we operate while at work and while 
at home. It is times like these that we have to stick together and find the good in others. I admit that when I was 
given the opportunity to write an uplifting article, I struggled. Most of you know by now that I am all about up-
lifting, including and bringing us together. But…this is a lot. So I struggled. And then, as God works in mysteri-
ous ways, I received a telephone call.  
 
I am sure I am not alone when I say that it has been difficult to get supplies in for the office. Everyone is buying 
so supply houses are running low. Stores are out unless you are one of the lucky few who grab needed items off 
the shelf when stores open up first thing in the morning. My poor husband has been dragged around by me the 
last four days looking for sanitizing wipes, bleach and other cleaning supplies. There is now a limit of what you 
can get and I am trying to buy for the whole office lol.  We have been pretty successful except for one item. 
Hand sanitizer. It is the one item we have not been able to get our hands on and my husband resorted to pulling 
out the small containers (from Bath and Body works) from around the house and hiding them in my purse when 
he thinks I am not looking.  Of course the few small bottles will not put a dent in my office of 65 employees. So 
I worried. 
 
I have met my employees at the time clock every morning with a smile and positive attitude that together we 
will get through this. I know we will. I have provided everything they have asked for and some that they  
haven’t to help keep them safe. Except for the hand sanitizer. Still a worry. Would you believe that we still have 
not gotten our supply orders in yet?  
 
Ready to park myself outside of some store, any at this point, to try to find some hand sanitizer for my  
employees I received a call. It was from a local church who wanted us to know how much they appreciated us 
being out and delivering to our customers every day, including their daily packages. They went on to ask if we 
could use…..some hand sanitizer. As I sat there stunned the friendly voice on the line had to ask, “Are you still 
there?” After finding out the number of employees in the building the awesome person showed up at my door 
with individual sanitizers for all of my employees and 6 cases of energy drinks.  
 
I believe that in troubled times we all need someone to look to for reassurance. A calming spirit that will help 
take away some worries that we have. I also believe that we all have this part to play with someone in our lives. 
It may be a family member, a co-worker, a neighbor or just the person in the isle shopping when you are.  
 
Remember to smile. Be kind. Reassure and be reassured that we are all in this together. We will get through 
this. Be the light for someone who needs it. May good health and peace be with you.  
 
 

Dawn Woods 
Postmaster – Loveland Post Office 
Vice President 
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OHIO Chapter UPMA 
Who to CONTACT 

 
Region 1-440/441 
Mari Beth Kirkland-- mari_kirkland@yahoo.com 
Betty Major--badatvs@gmail.com 
  
Region 2-443/446/447 
Same as 1 
  
Region 3-444/445 
Tom Kerns- kerns1519@aol.com 

Mary Kaley--mkaley@neo.rr.com 

Region 4-446/448   
Same as 1 and 2 
 
439/437 will be covered by President Cliff Mayfield at 
304-218-0323 and Secretary/Treasurer Marissa Eikleberry 
at 740-213-0047  
  
Region 5-458/434/435 
5A - LeeAndra Karszewski  karszfam1@gmail.com   
5B - Darrell VonSossan  Darrell.J.VonSosan@usps.gov  

Region 6-433/438 
Alan Metzger--messdad @outlook.com 
  
Region 7-431/455/453 
Dave Douglas--David.c.douglas@usps.gov 

 
Region 8-437/457 
Ken Hensley--kenhen8@woh.rr.com 

Bill Judge      judgey55@yahoo.com  

 
Region 9-456 
Franklin DeWar- Franklin.r.dewar@usps .gov 

 
Region 10-450/452/451 
Tracy Canby--tareimercanby@juno.com 

Tracie Gebhart--tgebhart@fuse.net  

PAC CHAIR - Laura Reese 
Ohio UPMA Members, if you are reading this we need 
your help!   
 
With 1043 members in the State of Ohio I am confident we 
can make our PAC targets for 2020.  Our target for this 
year is $8,138.  Last year we raised $7,398 with 49  
members participating. 
 
I have received calls from members willing to donate items 
for the annual PAC Auction that will be held at convention.  
Keep the donations coming!   
 
A strong PAC enables UPMA to let legislators know that 
Postmasters and Postal Managers appreciate the  
opportunity to be heard on issues of concern. It also allows 
Postmasters and Postal Managers to financially support 
those legislators who have been responsive to the needs of 
UPMA members. 
 
UPMA PAC has established an innovative and convenient 
way to support members of Congress and congressional 
candidates who support legislative issues that impact     
UPMA members. It’s easy to participate. Through our au-
tomated system, an individual PAC contributor may make 
a contribution from his or her monthly annuity, using his or 
her Civil Service Administration (CSA) number. It’s as 
easy as making a phone call and following the prompts: 

• Payroll Withholding through the Postal  
 Services PostalEase 

• Annuity Withholding (CSRS or FERS) though the  
 Office of Personnel Management 

• Monthly or Biweekly Signature Federal Credit Union 
 allotment (for those with Signature FCU account) 
 Monthly charge to personal credit card 
 

UPMA PAC Contribution Election Forms 

PostalEase Authorization Form 

Retirees Authorization Form 

Credit Card Authorization Form 

Signature FCU Authorization Form 

APCU Authorization Form 

All these forms can be found at www.unitedpma.org  

Thank you for your continued support.  Any question 
please contact me.  

Laura Reese  

mailto:mari_kirkland@yahoo.com
mailto:Major--badatvs@gmail.com
mailto:Kerns--kerns1519@aol.com
mailto:Kaley--mkaley@neo.rr.com
mailto:karszfam1@gmail.com
mailto:Douglas--David.c.douglas@usps.gov
mailto:Hensley--kenhen8@woh.rr.com
mailto:DeWar--Franklin.r.dewar@usps
mailto:Canby--tareimercanby@juno.com
mailto:Gebhart--tgebhart@fuse.net
https://www.unitedpma.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/government-relations/postaleaseauthorizationform2019.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.unitedpma.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/government-relations/opmretireesauthorizationform.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.unitedpma.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/government-relations/creditcardauthorizationform.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.unitedpma.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/government-relations/signaturefcuauthorizationform.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.unitedpma.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/government-relations/apcuauthorizationform.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.unitedpma.org
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Ted Gedeon 
Legislative Chair 

 

From the NATIONAL OFFICE -  
 
Good Morning! 
 
In looking at all of the reports that are coming out and 
all of the changes and closures that businesses 
throughout the country are making,  
 
I have made a decision that we will be taking steps to 
protect those of us that work here at the national  
office.     
 
As of tomorrow, March 21, 2020, the national office 
will remain open, but we will have limited staff on 
site.    Normally, there will be one person on site  
during normal business hours, Monday through Friday 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM with varying times for lunch 
breaks, of course.     
 
The remainder of the staff, including me, will be  
teleworking and will be available on our cell phones, 
or via email if you need to reach us.    
 
So, if you call the national office and do not get an 
answer, you can either leave a message, or you can 
reach out to us via cell phone numbers, or email, and 
we will get back to you as soon as possible.    
 
At this time, we have no way of knowing how long 
this will last, but we will send out messaging and keep 
up to date postings on the website as the situation 
changes. 
 
 
NOTE: The best way to communicate with us will 
be via email. 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel M. Heins 
National President 
United Postmasters and Managers of America 
8 Herbert Street 
Alexandria, VA 22305 
Office: 703-683-9027 
Cell: 507-438-2676  
 
 

    I’m Positive 
 
     I have had a lot of time to write this but, I waited to 
the last minute because I am trying to be positive. So 
here goes. 
 
     I’m positive that the sun will come up tomorrow.  
 
     I’m positive that my grandkids will be giggling 
 and have not a care in the world when we 
 FaceTime this week. 
     I’m positive the leaves and grass will be green in a 
 few weeks.  
     I’m positive we will weather the storm, no matter 
 what it is.  
     I’m positive my mail will be in my mailbox when I 
 check it tomorrow.  
     I’m positive this too shall pass and we will be 
 stronger for it. 
 
There are many cliches there but they are true.  
 
We have no idea what will happen in the next weeks 
or months so we have to figure it out as it comes.  
 
So far the conventions are a go but that could 
change.  
 
But that will make Convention 2021 even more  
special as we come out of this trying times. We  
continue to make plans to attend both.  
 
We will need a lot of help and if we don’t get to sign 
people up at State in Cincinnati we will be reaching 
out to sign you up another way.  
 
I am positive there will be a National in St Louis. I 
have to hope for the best.  
 
We have not done a lot of planning for 2021 because 
we are not allowed to until after St Louis.  
 
We do not want to interfere with their planning or con-
fuse people by mentioning ours. Just wait until August 
and you will be hearing from us constantly! 
 
In the mean time take care of yourselves and your 
families. We need you healthy and I’m positive you 
will be! 
 
 
Lou Stuckey  
Convention Chair 
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After 27 years STILL Delivering the Message 

 

The Museum of Postal History, Inc. started in the basement of the Delphos Post Office in November of 1993.  
 
Since then there have been 5 generations of exhibits and we are finishing out 12th year in our own  
facility.  Started as a brain child of then postmaster Gary Levitt and SPO Dan Smith, they have seen people 
from every state, 40 countries, six of the seven continents and characters from every walk of life.  
 
Open 5 days a week from 11 AM until 3:00 PM Tuesday through Saturday and by appointment for groups; 
preschool children to physically disabled senior citizens have enjoyed the stories, artifacts, and history of the 
US Post Office Department.  
 
This 12,000 sq foot horse livery constructed in 1903 has housed an eclectic collection of postal artifacts in-
cluding vehicles from 1906 and 1910 to 100,000s of stamps and philatelic items.  
 
Lots of opportunities to have your picture taken with the world famous mailman Clifford C. Clavin, Jr, Ben 
Franklin or sitting in a 1959 three wheeled Eschelmann delivery truck.  
 
Relive the days of the Railway Post Office in our replica of the old Akon Del (Akron Delphos) from the A. C. 
& Y railroad or put out flyers on the 1800s Chandler and Price printing press just like Ben Franklin did in his 
day.  
 
View videos on every aspect of postal life and read the stories in the exhibit “ The Philatelic Aspects of the 
Holocaust “. You can even carry an official Olympic Torch used during the days when the US Postal Service 
was a sponsor of the world’s Olympic games.   
 
Learn about the beginnings of the Pony Express while remembering the names of the hundreds of post offices 
that no longer exist in this tri county area. 
 
There is so much to see and do in this historic small town built on the banks of the Miami Erie Canal.  Enjoy 
good German and Greek cooking at the Topp Chalet or the biggest ice cream cones in history at the  
Creamery.   
 
Got time for another great museum? Stop in and see the Delphos Canal Commission museum just down Main 
Street. The Lincoln Highway runs clear through town and you can see the roundhouse where five different 
railroads once ran.  
 
The Broadway limited made a stop in Delphos carrying passengers from New York City to Chicago and be-
yond.  
 
Call before you come and even better, rummage around in the closets and basements of your post office to see 
what might be of interest for others to see. You can reach Gary on his cell phone anytime day or night at 419-
303-5482.  
 
--  
Gary S. Levitt, Curator 
Museum of Postal History  
339 N. Main Street, 
PO Box 174 
Delphos OH 45833-0174  
www.postalhistorymuseum.org 
(419) 303-5482 

http://www.postalhistorymuseum.org
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Views of the Museum of Postal History 
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Still a Fresh Coat of Energy and Passion! 
Sherwin Taylor for Vice President East 

 
I’m back!  A year later, more experienced in both my Postal career and UPMA, I’m asking for your vote and 
support as candidate for Vice President of the East.  The past year provided me opportunities for details as a 
Retail Specialist for the TN District, which has broadened my postal knowledge and prepared me to better as-
sist UPMA members with RCE shops, revenue generation and response to customer surveys.   
 
I have a passion for educating members and I think I can bring new ideas to the avenues that we use for UP-
MA training.  
 
I am familiar with what this generation looks for in an organization. I have the energy to work membership 
with passion.  The majority of my career lies ahead so, I must be committed to finding ways to increase mem-
bership to secure UPMA’s future.   
 
To be successful, I believe we need to be more than “fire insurance” for members. Under a new Postmaster 
General’s leadership, we must prepare our members for successfully navigating through change.  I want to be 
part of the UPMA partnership that drives that success. 
 
Last year, I campaigned as a “new voice” because my membership has only been UPMA. I do not focus on 
the past, instead I plan for the future.  I traveled to several states and met amazing members that shared their 
interest, encouraged my campaign and became my friends.   
 
I do not count last year as a loss.  I am grateful for the opportunity that broadened my UPMA horizon.  I sin-
cerely believe that the experience has developed me into a potential Board member that can better serve our 
membership. 
 
I pledge to be your voice, to share my passion for UPMA, to listen to your ideas and to always remember that 
I serve you.  Please feel free to contact me about my campaign.  I welcome your input.   
 
Once again, I ask for the opportunity to work for you!  
 

Sherwin Taylor      
(432)426-6951 
Jclaybriarpatch@yahoo.com 
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Elect Susan Rice 
     
UPMA National Secretary  
Treasurer 
 
 

Since announcing my candidacy to be your next National Secretary-Treasurer last summer, I’ve been hum-
bled by the outpouring of support I’ve received from my UPMA family.  The encouragement from my fellow 
members across the country has been overwhelming. It was awesome to see so many of you last week at the 
Legislative Summit and to have an opportunity to talk to you individually and hearing your concerns. It is 
critical to receive feedback from fellow members. After all, this is YOUR organization. 
 
During these uncertain times, UPMA needs experienced leaders who respect the past, have a thorough grasp 
of the present, and possess dynamic vision for the future. I believe I am such a leader and would be honored 
to have your support.  Throughout my career, I have proudly and assertively represented my UPMA family at 
the chapter and national levels. With your support, I will continue to do so. 
 
Serving both as President and as Editor for my chapter, I learned firsthand how hard it is to get everyone in-
volved, but also how to get things done. I am proud to be part of the Alabama Chapter -- with the highest per-
centage of Postmaster membership in the country!   
 
As a National Vice President, I have served as Executive Board advisor to the editor and as advisor to multi-
ple USPS Areas. Most recently, as the Board advisor to the Southern Area, I served temporarily as the Postal 
Area Coordinator. Wearing both hats for the Southern Area and representing our members from both posi-
tions provided me a unique opportunity to understand these roles.  Having served with committees conducting 
numerous audits of the organization’s finances, I pledge to you that I will keep our finances in order and that I 
will answer promptly any questions raised about specific issues.  
 
Our financial health is better than ever. Under the current board’s leadership, our Reserve Accounts have in-
creased by almost $3 million since the end of 2016.  I have consistently advocated avoiding expenditures that 
do not lend value to our membership, and I will continue to do so.  
 
My thorough understanding of our finances combined with my experience on our national leadership team 
gives me an advantage: I’ll “hit the ground running” as your next National Secretary-Treasurer.  I won’t need 
any “learning curve” to do this job.  I will, however, need your support and your vote.  Together, we will 
make UPMA stronger than it has ever been.   
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Sean Acord for UPMA Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
Dear Ohio Board Members, 
 
I hope by now you have seen my announcement for Secretary/Treasurer in Gold, shared by your President or 
you have joined my campaign Facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/200909401009672/?ref=share.   
 
For the last year and a half, I have focused on my postal career, but I have remained involved as the West  
Virginia State President as well as the Chapter Member Representative.  My passion for this organization has 
never wavered but some decisions made over the past few years have caused me concern for the future.   
 
We have some work to do on our Bylaws and election procedures.  A professional parliamentarian has been 
retained to guide us on the proper procedures at this convention on both our Bylaws and Robert’s Rules of  
Order.   
 
The membership has the right to make changes that better meet their needs, we simply must understand the 
legal, proper way to make those changes. Sometimes listening to the Parliamentarian is like trying to explain a 
Zero Bundle investigation to your Mother!   
 
But we will get through this together, that’s why I’m back asking for your support.  If I simply attend a Board 
meeting, I cannot bring information, speak on or debate issues.  To do that, I need a seat at the table. 
 
I believe UPMA should be a member driven organization.  We need to properly move forward from the past 
and invest our time and energy where it belongs… on challenges that impact our members.  
 
In seeking your support, I pledge to meet the parliamentary and legal requirement to open financial records 
and open voting records.   
 
Membership dues finance UPMA.  This is your organization and if you see fit to elect me as Secretary/
Treasurer I promise to work for YOU.  
 
There was not one day in my two years as UPMA Co-President that I did not understand that I serve at your 
pleasure and I was grateful for that opportunity.   
 
I am available to answer any questions you might have on any subject from chapter by-laws to our financial 
standing.  
 
Please reach out by phone, email or Facebook. I need your vote and support to take care of the unfinished 
business so we can get down to the REAL business of serving UPMA members. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
G. Sean Acord 
 
304-646-7879 (cell) 
Gregory.s.acord@hotmail.com 
  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/200909401009672/?ref=share
mailto:Gregory.s.acord@hotmail.com
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Proposed amendments to our National UPMA bylaws 
Jordan M Davenport 

Parliamentarian, Ohio Chapter 
 

“The content of a society’s bylaws has important bearing on the rights and duties of members 
within the organization-whether present or absent from the assembly-and on the degree to 
which the general membership is to retain control of, or be relieved of detailed concern with, 
the society’s business.  
 
Except as the rules of a society may provide otherwise, its assembly has full and sole power to 
act for the entire organization, and does so by majority vote. Any limitation or standing delega-
tion of the assembly’s power with respect to the society as a whole can only be by provision in 
the bylaws” Roberts Rules of Order Chapter XVIII 
 
In as much as our society, the UPMA, is only three years old it should not be surprising that 
our governing documents are still being critiqued. Remember that the UPMA was formed from 
the merger of two organizations and their respective retiree organizations.  
 
It is remarkable that these four societies were able to agree on a new set of rules that bound 
them into our one organization. 
 
Your Ohio chapter voted on many proposed amendments to the National bylaws at last sum-
mer’s convention. Ohio’s results were then taken to the National convention to be tallied with 
the results of the other chapters.  
 
Unfortunately, that tally was never taken. There were inconsistencies in the guidelines for pro-
posed amendments and the national vote was abandoned. 
 
In an effort to ensure that our governing documents were correctly written, President Dan 
Heins and the National Executive Board consulted with Thomas Balch of the National Associ-
ation of Parliamentarians.  
 
Upon completion of review our national UPMA was presented with guidelines of improve-
ment. The complete transcript may be found in the January/February edition of the “Leader” 
magazine. 
 
With our new guidelines in place, there are renewed submissions for amendments to the Na-
tional UPMA Articles of Incorporation as well as the National Bylaws. These proposed 
amendments may be found on the National website www.unitedpma.org as well as our Chapter 
website www.ohupma.com. There are ten proposals to be considered. 
 

Please take the time to read these proposals prior to our convention. The information is located 
on the chapter website under documents with a link under Ohio news as well.  

http://www.unitedpma.org
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UPMA Ohio Chapter 
The Post Scripts Update 
PO Box 101 
Celina, OH  45822-0101 

 
ADDRESS CHANGES for  The Post Scripts Update can be made at  www.upma.org under Membership Services, change my record using 
your Membership ID found on the mailing label of the Postmasters Gazette above your last name.  
 
POSTMASTERS:  Please send address changes to: Editor, The Post Scripts Update, POB 101, Celina, OH 45822 

 
Deadline for next PostScripts articles is: May  31st ,2020  
 
 
 
Please NOTE: We are UPDATING the website and  
FACEBOOK page with ALL  new info on our  
convention and other important items.  
 
Please check it  FREQUENTLY for new information or 
changes.  

 
ohioupma.com   

 


