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Last Man Standing— A great American
Samuel J. Mitchell made history last week.
Mitchell — the last Postmaster appointed by a president — retired Jan. 31 after 52 years
managing the Philo, OH, Post Office. “The Post Office has been a good living and treated
me well,” he said.
Mitchell became acting Postmaster in 1965 and was appointed Postmaster by President
Lyndon Johnson in 1967, when the organization was the cabinet-level Post Office Department.
Four years later, the department became USPS, an independent agency. Political appointments
legally ended when the Postal Reorganization Act was signed in 1970.
Mitchell said getting his appointment took having friends in high places.
“I was talking to my congressman and told him how I had always wanted to work for
the Post Office,” he said. “He said I had to take the test and that he would bring my name
up in Washington.” Before long, Mitchell found himself running his hometown Post Office.
He remained on the job until last week.
Philo, a village along the Muskingum River in southeastern Ohio, hasn’t changed much
over the years. The population is around 700, slightly smaller than it was when Mitchell joined
the Post Office. But USPS itself? That’s changed a lot.

“Everything used to be done by hand, now there’s computers,” Mitchell said. “When I
see the bulk mail centers and operations in Columbus now, I’m amazed at how quickly
they do it.”
Mitchell, who served three years in the Air Force before beginning his postal career, is a beloved figure in Philo. He’s also been a member of the local volunteer fire department, a rescue
scuba diver and an assistant scout master. In 2012, the town marked Samuel James Mitchell
Day to honor his long career of public service.
After announcing his retirement, Mitchell heard from customers who didn’t want to see him
go. “No one wants me to quit. I was born and raised here. Everyone knows me,” he said
on his last day. Mitchell also heard from colleagues. “Sam was truly proud of his position and
very engaged with his team and customers,” said Kathleen Patrick-Marchi, Ohio Valley District’s Post Office operations manager. Julie Pepper, Mitchell’s neighboring Postmaster in
McConnelsville, OH, said Mitchell’s modesty stood out. “He listened and quietly expected the
best from people because he also gave his own best,” she said.
Mitchell, whose last official act as Postmaster was speaking to Link, was asked what he’d
miss most about his job. The answer came easily: His customers. “I’m thinking about getting
a rocking chair so I can sit in front of the Post Office and see everyone,” he said.
source: USPS News Link
3

OHIO UPMA President
Debbie Justice

- To let us know that level 18 Post Offices will not be
looked at until there is a vacancy in that office
- That she would look into repetitive late transportation in Northern Ohio.
- Lack of dignity and respect from our managers.
- Integrity of our reporting tasks
- If you have not completed the task DO NOT certify
that you have!
- Megan also told us about a 7 page primer that is a
handout for speaking to customers, Kiwanis clubs,
Rotary clubs or hand out to kids. However I neglected
to write down the item number to order. I’ll get it and
send out to our membership.

Greetings fellow UPMA members,
Well, we had seven active, five retirees and four
guests present from the state of Ohio. THANK YOU
for being able to attend our Legislative Summit. I understand that mail count had a huge impact on attendance this year. I would like to say that I believe we
have had a very successful Legislative Summit.
Our trip to Washington DC is always a huge learning
experience for me. Hopefully this year is the year for
the legislation to be approved. We had favorable responses from our representatives and senators on our
visits to their offices on Tuesday.

On a different note:
We appreciate Postmaster General Megan Brennan
taking time from her busy schedule to address us.
She told us about ADUS, automated delivery unit
system being deployed this program sorts packages in
delivery sequence.

Things going on around the state that require our
attention is re-districting. Mari Beth Kirkland is in
charge of this and more information is coming soon.
Stay tuned!
When you get your notice of a meeting call a neighboring Postmaster or retiree and join us! We need each
of you to bring someone with you, we need your help.

Brennan also encouraged every unit to attend Postmaster Essentials training. In case you do not know,
Postmaster Essentials training is a 40 hour training for
every Postmaster in a level 18-20. If you haven’t had
the privilege of taking this training let me know.

We will be offering a few nice give aways for those
who attend.

She is always supportive and encouraging by thanking
us for a successful peak season with adverse weather State convention is coming soon ......have you regisconditions. She spoke also to the need for legislation tered yet?
to be approved so that we would be able to take a look
If you need assistance call me and I will help you or
at expanding our infrastructure.
find someone that can help you.
Another need is for members to be presidentially appointed to the board of governors. That would enable Make it a great day,
the ability to develop and change statutes. Currently
there nine vacancies, the two that are on there now is Debbie Justice
Martinsferry 43935
the Postmaster
Work 740-633-1802
General and Deputy Postmaster General. Three
Cell 740-359-5178
members have been appointed but are waiting
Email tydebj@gmail.com
approval from the senate.
Before she left she answered questions from the floor,
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Retirees Corner
Hazel Boettcher
Retiree President

Medicare and FEHBP for Medicare eligible retirees which would reduce health
insurance rates.
I encourage you.. I strongly urge you..
as retirees, to personally take your concerns of these critical issues to your
Congressman while at “home” in their
legislative areas.

Congratulations! Ohio Strong! Leader
of the PAC!! It was announced at the
Legislative Summit in February that
Ohio UPMA had collected the most
money towards PAC in 2017.
Let’s do it again in 2018!

Remember that these are bi-partisan isAbout a dozen members and guests rep- sues; the Postal Service matters to everyresenting Ohio attended the Legislative one. We desperately need their support
to effect continuation of our universal
Summit in Washington D.C. Over 300
postal service.
people were there in all learning and
preparing to present to our legislators the
issues critical to the survival of the Post- On another note-- we are very much in
need of a Membership Chairman for the
al Service: We need REFORM!
Retirees.
We need it NOW. We can no longer sus- If you are interested or know of sometain this broken business model we are one who might be, please contact me.
presently operating under.
Looking ahead to our Ohio State Convention June 21-24, be sure to get your
UPMA supports HR 756.
room reservations in to Deer Creek
Lodge 1-800-282-7275 before they run
Be familiar with the facts: a) it is a
out of rooms.
bi-partisan bill. b) it calculates postal
service pension and health care on
Postal Specific data. c) it reduces Postal This is sure to be a fantastic convention
with a variety of indoor and outdoor acService liability by integrating retiree
tivities to please everyone.
NO SNOW activities planned.
Retirees Strong! See you in June!!
Hazel Boettcher
Retiree President
hazldb@aol.com
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Past State President
Mari Beth Kirkland

First Vice-President
Denise Serensky
Greetings to my UPMA family;

The Ohio UPMA Chapter is redistricting. The
districts will now be called Regions.

We survived another national rural mail
count. Unfortunately I missed the Legislative The redistricting logistically was calculated
Summit in DC as it was the same time as the based on POOM groups. We have assigned
mail count.
each Region, a Lead Postmaster to set up, and
conduct the first meeting.
I hope we made a good presence and are closer to achieving our goals. Now we are prepar- There will be 10 Regions, with two split, due
ing for the state convention.
to size. We will be completing the process by
the end of March.
It will be at Deer Creek June 21-24.
The first Region meetings will be held in
Please register as soon as possible as we will April. You will be notified of the location,
give free registration to the first 50 who regis- time, and place soon for your regional meetter. We will have some fun planned as well as ing.
good training as usual.
Please note that you can attend any meeting. If
If you are a first timer, I will meet with you
a different region is closer, please feel free to
and fill you in on the fun we have planned.
attend that Region Meeting. The meeting
agenda will be announced on your notificaI cant wait to meet with you! Please come and tion.
see what UPMA is all about.
Several of the Regions will have guest speakWe need to continue to grow our membership ers, to be announced. There will be a really
and come up with some creative ways to do
nice give away at each Region meeting by a
that.
drawing, at each Regional meeting.
If everyone signed one new member that
would be fantastic.

Please RSVP, and plan to attend your meeting.
The networking is great, and we need your
support.
When the demands of the job, and the difficult
time that the USPS is facing, we need to all
unite.

There are many benefits to being a member. Please check out our Website for some
great information.
Looking forward to seeing you at the State
Convention!

Remember, numbers speak volumes.

Best Regards.

Any ideas, suggestions, or questions, please
call 440-821-4667.

Denise Serensky
UPMA State VP, Ohio

Mari Beth Kirkland
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United Postmasters and Managers
of Ohio
ohioupma.com

Parents and Grandparents get the word out to your graduating
senior that will be furthering his or her education.

(2) $1000.00 Scholarships will be awarded at the UMPA State
Convention in June 2018
Applicants MUST BE a son, daughter, or grandchild of an active or retired member of
the Ohio UPMA chapter.
Applicants must also be entering their first year at a University, College, Technical or
Vocational School in the fall of 2018.
Applicants are required to be a full-time student for the 2018-2019 academic year.
All information is confidential and reviewed by the UPMA Scholarship Committee.

All applications MUST contain all requested documents to be eligible
for consideration.
All applications must be postmarked by April 27, 2018.

Return applications to:
Rita Schemmel
9463 State Route 119, Anna, OH 45302-9521.
Phone: 937-726-5817
For more information and the entire Scholarship Form
please go to the Ohio UPMA website.

ohioupma.com
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2nd ANNUAL UNITED POSTMASTERS AND MANAGERS OF AMERICA
OHIO CHAPTER STATE CONVENTION

June 21-24, 2018
Deer Creek State Park, Mount Sterling Ohio

REGISTRATION FORM
First Name:________________
Post Office: City______________

Last Name:____________________
State:__________________

Mailing Address___________________________________________
City:________________________
State:_____ Zip+4:__________
Cell Phone: _____________________ E-mail:__________________
First Time Attending Convention:
Are you a Retiree:
Are you an Associate member:
Active Member: $50.00

Yes___
Yes___
Yes___

No___
No___
No____

Retired, Spouse, or Guest: $50.00

PAYMENT INFORMATION:
Check Payable to: Ohio Chapter UPMA
Visa/Mastercard: Card Number:
Card Security Code:
Expiration date:
Mail Registration form with full payment to:
Bill Judge
1610 Scottsdale
Tipp City, OH 45371
.
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First Vice President - Alan Metzcar

Mail Count 2018:

I hope the mail count went well for everyone and the we all did our just diligence to help our
carriers out. I know this time of year is very stressful for all of us, but it is our job to do the
best for the carriers.
I hope everyone was able to complete all the task prior to the Rural Mail count starting and
making sure the inspections were conducted properly the 4003 was up to date. I know
firsthand from my office that I recently took over much of the paper work was behind on the
carrier’s routes. The 4003’s were off, the edit books were not up to date and behind on being
turned in. I hope that everyone has access to do the electronic updates on the edit books and
are up to date turning them in. I found it easy to pick a week during the month and make sure
the edit books are turned in every month at the same time. Once the edit books are back make
sure that you look at the 4003 to make sure that everything matches with AMS.
Remember this is the carriers pay check and it is our job to make sure that everything is up
dated. If anyone has questions on how to use this program, please ask. This program not only
updates the carriers edit books, but also updates the sort plan for DPS, so it is important that
when customers go on vacation and hold the mail, that input is made to hold the mail out of
DPS.
Labels for your trays, flat tubs, and sacks, does everyone know how to get them? There is a
program that you can get access to through e access to have labels made and sent to you. The
program is called web atlas. If you would like to learn more about this program, please contact me.
I have a question for all of you. Do we do all we can do for our community, or do we just go
to work put our 8 hours in and go home. This is where I am going with this, our customers
look at us lot more, a place for shipping, buy postage, get directions, etc. we are more that just
another building in the community. Do we offer everything that we can offer, even in the
small communities? Do you offer ready post, even if you must take the display in every
night? We need to make it convenient for the customer a one stop shop for everything.
Are we involved with our communities? What I have done in the past during festivals with in
the community is have a special cancellation offering for one day. Get people in the office
that have not been in for a while just for the special commemorative cancellation. This is just
an idea, but we need to show our communities that we are more that just a building to buy
their stamps in.
Please take the time to think about this and if you have questions please feel free to call.
Thank you,
Alan T. Metzcar
(330)897-7401 Office
(330)275-9020 Work Cell
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STATE CONVENTION 2018— Tracy Canby
Discover UPMA Treasures 2018 Ohio Convention is quickly approaching
In this edition of Post Scripts we have included a registration for convention.
We have a few incentives for you-Incentive #1

THE FIRST 50 UPMA members who register get FREE registration!
Yes, you read that right-so get your registration in now and make your room reservations too!
Remember you must register for our UPMA block of rooms by May 21, 2018 to get the convention rate. 1-800-282-7275 is the number to call.
Incentive #2

Any UPMA member who has reserved in our room block for all 3
nights will be entered into a drawing for FREE ACCOMODATIONS.
Other convention reminders:
Please don’t forget your Door Prize items and your PAC auction items.
A basket from each of the new REGIONS is always great! Use some imagination and get
some local flavor in your basket-show your hometown spirit!
We are going to offer coffee and a grab and go breakfast this year every day before general session starts. Since your lunches and dinners are provided with your convention registration the
only thing missing was breakfast. You can choose to go to the restaurant there in the park or
just grab a quick bite to go in our UPMA hospitality room.
We are working on training this year. It is going to be a little different! USPS breakout training sessions will be on Friday. Saturday will be activities at the park that you may have to sign
up for at registration depending on the activity you choose. Indoor and outdoor activities are
being planned. Try something you have never done before!
We are looking into a Golf Outing for Thursday during the day. If you are interested please
contact Alan Metzcar. We need to know if there is any interest!
I hope you are planning on coming in on Thursday night for the President’s reception. We
have a fun evening planned and a live band coming on Saturday for our BBQ/picnic! Come,
bring your families, make some new friends, and enjoy convention.
Tracy A Canby
Convention Chair
Postmaster, Clarksville Ohio 45113
tracyacanby@juno.com
937-725-4191
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Planning on bringing the family to Ohio State Convention? If you aren’t going to stay and play at the
park here are a few area attractions:
COSI

30 minutes away

Center of Science and Industry located at 333 W Broad Street in Columbus 43215
An exciting and informative education center full of scientific and historical facts.
Learn everything from astronomy to zoology. Fun for all ages.
Tanger Outlet Mall

20 minutes away

Located at 8000 Factory Shops Blvd Jeffersonville Ohio 43128
Hours are M-Sat 9:00-9:00 Sunday 10:00-7:00
For the window shopper and shopaholic alike!
Partial list of stores: Ann Taylor, Bass, Chico’s, Christopher & Banks, Coach, Dressbarn, H&M, Justice, Kate
Spade, Kay Jewelers, Lane Bryant, Levi’s, Michael Kors, Old Navy, Torrid, Wilson;s Leather, American Eagle, Hanes, Haggar, Carter’s, Harry & David, Pepperidge Farm, Clarks, Famous, Footwear, Nike, Skechers,
Under Armour, Pottery Barn & Williams-Sonoma
Slate Run Historical Farm

20 minutes away

Located at 1375 State Route 674 N Canal Winchester Ohio 43110
Part of the metro park system, a true to life working farm that illustrates Ohio Farm life as it was in the 1880s.
Columbus ZOO and Aquarium

50 minutes away

Located at 4820 West Powell Road Powell OH 43065
Home to more than 11,000 animals-a great place to spend a whole day!

Kings Island

60 minutes away

Located at 6300 Kings Island Drive Kings Mills Ohio 45034
For the thrill seeker and adventurer! World class rides and attractions including a water park.
Tecumseh! (Outdoor drama)

45 minutes away

Located at 5968 Marietta Road Chillicothe OH 45601
A drama of the American legend-Tecumseh. It is the story of a famous Shawnee Chief in the ultimate outdoor
theater.
OHIO Village

50 minutes away

Located at 1982 Velma Ave Columbus Ohio 43211
An authentic recreation of a Civil War Village in Ohio located next to the Ohio Historical Center.
22 buildings that are a mixture of reproductions and structures moved to the site. Home to two historic baseball teams that play by the 19th century rules of the game.
Franklin Park Conservatory & Botanical Gardens 40 minutes away
Located at 1777 E Broad St Columbus OH 43203
Botanical garden and conservatory located in Columbus –open daily.
Central Ohio Fire Museum & Learning Center 40 minutes away
Located at 260 N Fourth St Columbus Ohio 43215
Displays on a restored fire station, a children’s play area, a burned room display and fire safety
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VENDOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION
UPMA
State Convention
2018

The Ohio Chapter UPMA, United Postmasters & Managers of America will be holding their 2nd Annual State Convention at the Deer Creek Lodge & Convention Center, Mount Sterling Ohio 43143 from
June 21 - 24, 2018. We invite you join us as a vendor at the convention on June 22 & 23. Set up will
begin at 6:00 am on June 22 with the general session starting at 8:00 am. The fee to participate is
$35 per table. Each vendor will be preassigned their tables.
We will allow each vendor a few minutes at the podium on Friday morning to introduce themselves
and their company. We welcome any donations such as goodie bag items, door prizes and/or sponsorships of events such as a meal or golf outing or sponsorship of the Lifetime Achievement or Postmaster of the Year Awards. If you are interested in a sponsorship, contact Debra Justice, UPMA Ohio
President, at (740) 359-5178.
Hotel Information: Deer Creek Lodge & Convention Center, 22300 State Park Rd 20, Mount Sterling
Ohio 43143, 800-282-7275 or 740-869-2020. The room block is under UPMA and Room Rate is
$132.00. Reservations must be made by May 21, 2018 to ensure price and availability.
Thank you for your participation. Please contact us if you have any questions.
Jill E Groves
Vendor Coordinator
grovesmanor@hotmail.com
419-902-7966

Tracy Canby
Convention Chairman
tracyacanby@juno.com
937-725-4191

OHIO CHAPTER UPMA Convention – Vendor Registration Form
BusinessName ________________________________Name________________________________
Address________________________________________Website____________________________
City________________________________________________________State_____Zip __________
Phone_________________Cell _______________ Email ___________________________________

# of tables needed @ $35 each _____

Check if electricity is requested _____

Thursday Lunch $15_________ Friday Lunch $15 ________ Saturday Banquet $30 ________
Total Enclosed $_____________
Please make check or money order payable to: Ohio Chapter UPMA and mail to:
Jill Groves
1480 Japack Dr
Fremont OH 43420-3646

12

To: Area Businesses & Convention Vendors
Subject: Advertising Opportunity
The Ohio Chapter of UPMA, United Postmasters & Managers of America will be holding their 2nd Annual State
Convention at the Deer Creek Lodge & Convention Center, Mount Sterling Ohio 43143 from June 21 to 24,
2018. We are selling ad space to be placed in our convention program. We expect that at least 75
Postmasters, Managers & other Postal employees and their guests will be viewing the program each day of
the convention. By including your ad in the program, your business can gain increased exposure and assist our
chapters in covering expenses. Including a coupon in your ad is encouraged.

$20 for business card size-3 ½ X 2”

OR

$35

for ½ page- 5 X 4”

Please email copy to grovesmanor@hotmail.com and
send PAYMENT & FORM BELOW to be received no later than June 7, 2018.
If you have any questions, please contact me.
Jill E Groves
Vendor/Ad Coordinator
grovesmanor@hotmail.com
419-902-7966

_______________________________________________________________________________________

OHIO CHAPTER UPMA State Convention - PROGRAM ADVERTISING ORDER
Business Name _________________________________Name___________________________________
Address _______________________________________Website____________________________
City ________________________________________________________State_____Zip __________
Phone____________________ Email _____________________________________

____ $20 for business card size - 3 ½ X 2”

_____ $35 for ½ page - 5 X 4”

Check or money order payable to: Ohio Chapter UPMA and mail to:
Jill Groves
1480 Japack Dr
Fremont OH 43420-3646
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UPMA Ohio Chapter
The Post Scripts Update
PO Box 101
Celina, OH 45822-0101

ADDRESS CHANGES for The Post Scripts Update can be made at www.upma.org under Membership Services, change my record using
your Membership ID found on the mailing label of the Postmasters Gazette above your last name.
POSTMASTERS: Please send address changes to: Editor, The Post Scripts Update, POB 101, Celina, OH 45822

IMPORTANT DATES to remember:
Deadline for next Post Scripts articles is: June 30th
April 22, 2018 eWorkshop—Cleveland, Ohio
June 21 - 24, 2018 State Convention, Deer Creek, OH.

Get to the UPMA website for links, info, forms and all the
information you need to remain involved, informed and
educated on the all matters of importance.

ohioupma.com
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